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Krueger

Friedberg

PHILOSOPHY AND
THEOLOGY:

Aristotle

Aquinas

forms and numbefs, and verify in modern
critical editions. l
Corpus Turis Civilis. Rev. and ed. by Pau

Krueger; ed. Theodore Mommsen, anc(l1
Rudolph Schoell. Berlin, 1928, 15th ed.

PROLOGUE: HUMANITY OF THE INDIANS

Corpus Turis Canoniﬁ. }id. by Egllﬂ
Friedberg. 2 vols. Leipzig, 1879-81.

we refer Las Casas’ citati_ons of An?tgtle
to McKeon’s English version. We re fhc
his citations of Thomas Aquinas to
Leonine edition—except for Catena
Aurea which we cite from the Parma
edition.

The Basic Works of Aristotle. ’ljrans.dl:;);n
Richard P. McKeon. New York: Ran :

House, 1941.

Thomas Aguinas. Operd Omnia. E'd.
commissioned by Leo X111 Romeé i
Tipografia Poliglota, §.C. de Propag
Fide, 1882-1988-.

Thomas Aquinas. Oper'a Omnia.ggir?x’d ed.__ a
Parma: Pictro Ficcadori, 1852-1873.

that God’s chosen should be called, should be culled from every race,

no nation on this entire globe would be left totally untouched by the
free gift of divine grace. Some among them, be they few or many, are to
be taken into eternal life. We must hold this to be true also of our
Indian nations. [They are as called as we.] . . .! o
The reason is, they are all human beings. Their minds are very
quick, alive, capable, clear. This mind comes to them primarily from
the will of God who wished to make them so. Then, secondarily, it
comes from the fostering influence of the heavens, from the kind con-
ditions of the places God gave them to live in, the fair and clement
“weather.? For most of the Indies have land that is dry, land that is open,
“spacious, level, pleasant, fertile, and in fine locations. The hills, valleys,
mountains, plains are uncluttered; they are free of stagnant pools; they
are blanketed with aromatic plants, medicinal herbs of all kinds, and
commonplace charmers spread everywhere so all the fields are smiling,
Every morning they breathe a scent which lasts until noonday, a scent
that delights and strengthens a traveler’s soul. They are a consolation.
Both mountains and trees are lofty throughout the region, at least be-

NOTA BENE

. The first four chapters are missing from the only known manuscript of De unico

do, probably cut off by Las Casas himself, They are reconstructed very briefly here

m the fragmentary summary at the start of Chapter Five, and a contemporary sum-

ary-—see App. ILA; also Chart at end of App. TILB, sect. 2. Bd.’s notes on reconstruc-
and proof-texts are in brackets. Nonbracketed notes are by Las Casas,

' [De unico modo (hereafter DUM) MS, par. 1]

® ldpolagética historia sumaria, cap. 263, from first halif of par. 1. Corresponds to
MS, beginning of par. 2.]
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It was due to the will and work of Christ, the head of the Church;. '

every tribe, every language, every corner of the world. Thus, no race,_'
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tween the two tropics, the stretch of forty-five dégreés to either side of
the equator, 10 BSC nautical terms. They are huge, imposing. Anditisa
fact that often, for a man to be able to gauge their size, he has 10 throw

his head back the way he must when he wantsto look at the pitch of the

sky. Thereisan experience which surely indicates the temperate nature

of the region, its even, gentle, wholesome, delightful climate. When
ships come from Spain and begin to raise the first islands or any of the

coast of Tierra Firme, people aboard ship sensc 2 marvelous fragrance,
fresh smells coming offshore. It is as if yose flowers were right there
present to them. . . 3

Next, this condition of mind comes 1o them from the fine state of
their bodies and sense organs, the inward, the outward, from sound

and healthy nourishment, from the excellent sanitary conditions of the
land, the habitations, the air of each place, from the people’s temper-
ance and moderation in

passions—-—calm, guiet, co
_their habitual state—about those worldly aff:
sions of the soul—pleasure, love, ange
ing disturbed, for the things that passi
cause. . . -

Then too there exist extraordinary kingdoms
who live in the regions west
ings of human beings who
order. There are large cities,
civilizations where cOmmMmErce o
and all the other dealings prope
their republics are properly set up, th
fine body of law, there is religion, there
dians cultivate friendship and they live in lifegiving ways inl

They manage {heir affairs in them with goodness an

peace as well as war, They run their governments ac
are often superior to our oOwi. .- 3

live according to a po
there are kings, judg
ceurs, buying and

3 14pologética historin sumarid, cap. 21, par. 6,
10-—corresponds to next fragment of DUM MBS, par. 9. N.B. caps. 2
and climate influencing Indian character a

Apologética, on the heavens an-
rvile by nature due to the climate arid

swer Bernardo de Mesa’s claim that Indians were 5¢

the jstands. Cf. Hi istoria de las Indias, 1ib. 3, beg. 0
cap. 11, Las Casas’ indignant comment.]
4 [Apologética historia sumaria, ©

DUM MS, remaindet of par. 2.]
5 {Apologia vs. Sepuivedamm. ff. 22v-23, omitting Sepalve

inary pat., for all that follows.}

ap. 203, remainder of par. 1. Correspo

food and drink, from the state of their sensual -

ntrolled—from the lack of upset and anxiety
airs which elicit the pas--

r, grief—and cven after be-
ons do and the effects they

among our Indians

and south from us. There are large group-"
litical and a social
es, laws, all within’
selling and lending
¢ to the law of nations. That is to say,
ey are seriously run accordingto d
are institutions. And our In-

d equity, affairs o
cording to laws that -

except last sentence, joined to p_a.'
3,24, and 29 of the:

f cap. 9, Mesa’s 2nd prop.; and hegi_:of_
nds to

da’s contempt. A ptél_i
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The quality of their mi i
b - ' r minds is seen finally i i
pi:;tilcf:lllgﬂfas;noned? fashioned by hand. yri;;ugfg b artifacts, finely,
D of Tha li :, at their reputation should place them vsv(()allSkl}illed in the
people make a(;‘:rétr‘?lgiﬂg’f(?(:hd'ghﬂy so. The practical ?hfr?g(l (1{12;:
charmi eir art and ele :
rmingly done, feather work, lace work. l\fling(:;1 I(li((:;:s ltlltﬁg 8”111; that are
. The practi-

cal arts result from i
a basic power of mind—
ind—a power we d :
cfine asknowl- .

edge of how to i i
do things the right way, a planning power that guides the

various decisi i
ons the artisan makes so he acts in an ordered and
nd eco- -

nomi i
j:iilf?;fﬁ;l}%nd a;10(:3 not err as he thinks his way alo
A iberal and allied art -
an indicati i : s, (o date, these
o il aC;r; I(l)it;fm]llnd intelligence. They make objelc)fsotr;llztzﬁer no less
the art work, It isstasttﬁgﬁo?‘;eryone' The genius of an artisilrt:i)g;}saii
Prospe ) says: “The work a i »
per remarks in one of his Epigrams: “It IEE;?US: ;‘Ef I?l:lken
) at an

author shows in th i
. e fin :
their maker.” e things he has written. They sing praise to

to, the Indians we h;
ave taught thus far: i
charm the i thus far: grammar, |
beauty. Th:iirhzf Zn audience with every kind of mu;)i%m.r il
Betpr AR le::e:s&’::;nl]g is dskll‘lfui and lovely, such thast oer?; E::l;klfl}:(l;
: andwritten i

with v dwril or printed. . . .Th i
o ea13~(s (‘;‘;féretylf&ltoucl_led it with my own hands hea:;fisﬁen 'all o

5 ¢ long time I passed among those ,]Jeop]es wx;e b my

Due to i
all these influences—the broad/celestial, the narrow/

terrestrial, the essenti idental— o be endowed

_ , 1al/accidental i

8 al—the Indians come t

ﬁ. ._r. b.y force i?f ?ature, next by force of personal achicvement and’

experience, with the three kinds of self-rule required: (1) personal, by
. 3

t 3 ( ) 3
2 1

knows how t
__ w to rule a household, and (3) political, knowledge of how to

t up and rule a city.

. Their politi

o o poltical ruls  presupposes fully developed personal and do
» LG, , artisans, soldi i

om, temples . . ’ iery, wealth . pali
. cust?)m;- p:lllf?dstiilsacnﬁccs‘, judges and agents of j}l’latiiggle,oreh-

ind and will theirrouf’fh"“.t’ everything touched by quaiifiever}
world tenowned f society is the equal of that of many natio .i

hother. They are fo; being politically astute. They surpass ns in
‘Romans. And nferior to none. Those they equal are the Gmany
Ny ' in a good many customs they outdo, they suf;lgi

3
*[Both pars. above ;
E 23v-24, mi OE)en with sents. from DUM MS .
. - minus Sepilved's contempt, and ff. 24 24, et b
’ istorians.]
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the Greeks and Romans. They surpass the English,' the French, and
some groups in our pative Spain. In the possession of good customs, in
the lack of bad ones, they are superior to so many other peoples that
these latter do not merit comparison to our Indians.

All of this stands clearly proven and explained. Our comparisons
show that in the entire world, in the old days of paganism, there were
countless peoples who were much less rational in their use of mind
than our Indians, peoples who had customs far more horrible, vices far
more depraved. That conclusion is enough {0 confound those who
have so rashly, perhaps unforgivably, defamed our Indians, t0 make
those defamers ashamed in and for themselves, to make them admit
their error. . . - And all those who know of them should consider them -
false witnesses. The more SO because, as we have seen through compari- .
son and contrast, the Indians are and were ahead of others—many,
many others—more ordered in their nse of mind, more ordered in
their use of will, with less of the taint of malice and malignancy.

Since all these Indian peoples, excepting none in the vast world of
that hemisphere, universally have good and natural intelligence, have: -
ready wills, they thus can be drawn to and taughta complete and sound-
morality, and more s0 to Our Christian belief, even though some peo-
ples in some places have not yet developed political maturity, an or-
dered body politic, the kind we said many possessed. And some have
cerfain corrupt customs.. But these are curable finally with human ef-
fort, and more 50, better so, with the preaching of the gospel.” "

It is clear as clear can be that the nations of our Indies fall into [a
special category of infidels]. They have and hold their realms, thei
lands, by natural law and by the law of nations. They owe allegiance t
no one higher than {hemselves, outside themselves, neither de jure not
de facto. We find them in possession of their countrics, with plenty of

princes over plenty of principalitics having great numbers of people
people who serve and obey their lords and masters, while the latte
exercise full authority over their people without hindrance, exercise:
full power in large and in small, so no oné would have the legitima
right to seize their power, or their realms, so distant from our ownL, SO
far from harming us or our Church or 0 a

member thereof. They are of the fourth kind of infidels [faraway non:

hostile pagans], no one can doubt it.

7 [Apologética historia sumarig, cap. 263, pars. 2, 3, and first half of 4. "This 1s Las
Casas’ own later summary of Indian capacity; but note that the final part of pat
forcefully repeats the hasic doctrine of The Only Way. See App- 1.B, sect. 1, penultima

par.]
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Caiet . .
jetan spoke of this fourth kind of infidel more clearly and dis

tinctly th
y than of the other three when commenting on Thomas Aqui
quinas,

g )
3 8! h

There are some pagans who h:

T e o . .. have never been under isti
iy thoﬁ;; 1t1111 éan;ls never reached by the name of ghrﬁ??ﬁgi?'
e oo | mgn a1'e tI:agzms, are le_gi_timate authorities vx;hether
ifey govern Ina mo rchy ora Fepubhc. They are not to be,depriv d
of thetraui posii(i be (;ause o-f t_helr pagan belonging, Such authorit ei
law does not invalidztwe.les‘;iiee]ilgwdflzalis oo ?agan e DiV?ﬂ:
faw < - . I know of no i
Churctﬁni;];;?alcsl(l)ssessmns., No king, no emperor, nlz‘:v tﬁgr}giﬁlmg
o temmr},’ cn l;;l)gke war on them for the purpose of occupyia:ln
e temrtory or st _];cnng them to temporal rule. There is no ju %
cause for such a r. The reason: Jesus Churist, the King of Ki e

power is given in heaven and on earth) did not send lalfrsn(;g

SOldIeI S‘ to take POSSES!
S10n Of the car Lh but holy mell, pr E:acllel S, sent

. Further on [Cajetan] says:

So we would si i
- Ofw; . v?/I: vr:;(:llit:ﬂy if we sought to spread the faith of Christ b
not be the legitimate rulers of the conquercdy

we would have commi .

. tted a mighty th

fution . . . y theft, we would !
for being unjust aggressors in an unjust OCCusst?:lllds to resti-

S0 let us ini
turn now to explaining the way, the natural, overall

ingle and settled wa i
S Chri ttled way of calling God’s chose ,
of __Chnst, of inviting them into the Christiarxll ,wgsc(i)t% E}fzcgt, to the faith

DGCe audaﬁ Se I cipie, d . h €1C WEH l)y 4 ar.
N cond Prin pl 3 31' par, om end, h follo d th o,

m the end, but minus o
; the repetitio .
AE 110: 490ab, 450 us sent. after Cajetan’s Latin pass:
: , ) Aze— O
a5 Tt this Pimciple. om the 8 b op e gads was put ot i o
3as en Méxi ’ s of infidels (487b-- : g
ico, note 39, also last par. of note 58. B(Eth conft?r?l;:))(’):;r; 539—c.f. Las
summaries of

On[y Way lﬂC]ude the 4 klIldS of i ﬂﬁdﬁls —See bEIO w, Intr Oductﬂl Y ote to
&




The major premise i
. i8¢ 15 clear: Divi .
tures, not just . : Divine Wisdom cares fi i
by en dowgng tgg;aad.mg them to fulfill their natural pur;;sil Lts crea-
the source of perfbr‘rw;th mner powers, with potentialities whj,chut also
the source of performance, 5o they would be able o act on th e
creatiires. conso - Thus actions invited by God are action elr own
sources of respolr:::t Wl}:h them; they flow easily. Creatures ) Onauve to
are natural and easywigth in themselves. For that reason theill') r;:SSS e
s C W, ] onse
naturally, easily. ay gravity affects a stone, so it tends to fali
In a certain sen
s, creatures ar j :
they do so ures are not just led to fulfill thei
reason Wi;’;;}rfr;selves, as if the movement originates x:rieiir purposcs,
creation with its p(;zv:? 2I’S"lfllllaif Divine Wisdom “reaches th:an;vi?)rléhl?'
it; - .” Thatis, it runs all thi 0
puts ét. It Erowdes for everything smoot lfll;l?%tls perfectly. As the gloss
0 eac .
by means Of(:i]a;llffen(;;}:i%. ttt{)w.z;lrd what Divine Wisdom wants for it
i : nity gives it g
1nto o ) , accordin: . _
every 22;21& 1181 thf-: g(-)Odness in God from which gl}(r)lat}t-l ¢ leaning built
its Creator ullfonaist 111'11 g a power to want goodness due tn::1 :ﬁz filow <..80
activity is norme d b F’Odness means fulfillment because ea::rlllptll:pt ?f
fulfillment being a segolr:le ga;ll, ﬂllle activity being one perfectionmtiz
it acts harmoni ond. We call something good and vi ’
in God’s ow?:: lgUSIYX' 1? ttself, and thus with the goal setV ;(1)11.11'?11;5 ghen
' ay. And so, in creation : itby God
i ’ 3 thc : . bl
goodness going out, goodness coming back To s a certain circularity:

PART ONE: TRUE EVANGELIZATION

The Only Way: Winning the Mind and Will
One way, one way only, of teaching a living faith, to everyone,
everywhere, always, was set by Divine Providence: the way that wins

the mind with reasons, that wins the will with gentleness, with invita-

tion. It has to fit all people on earth, no distinction made for sect, for

error, even for evil.
Many proofs support this thesis: proofs from reason, from the -

practice of the patriarchs, from the once-and-for-all way of preaching -
willed by Christ, from the practice of the apostles and the procedures

they ordered, from the teachings of Church Doctors, the ancient’
Church customs, the o

long list of Church decrees.

First from reason, & crucial proof. One, only one way 1s character
istic of Divine Wisdom in its care for creatures, in its leading of them ¢
fulfill their natural purposes—a gentle, coaxing, gracious way. Amon
creatures, the rational one is the higher, of more worth than the rest.
The rest are not made in the image of God. Divine Providence cares for:
the rational creature in a special way, for itself. It cares for others for the

sake of the rational creature. So Divine Wisdom leads the rational
creature, the human, 1o fulfill its natural purpose in a gentle, coaxing,
gracious way. But i1 is a teaching of the faith that people be called to; be
led to a living faith under the universal command as it 18 stated. in
Matthew 28:19-20: “(3o teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching the tc
obey all that T have commanded you.” And Paul to the Rom: %
(10:17): “Faith comes from hearing, hearing from the word of Chri
_Therefore the way of teaching people has to be a gentle, coax ng
gracious way. It wins the mind with reasons, it wins the will witt
graciousness.So, one way, hing a living fait .t

one way only, of teac
everyone, ¢verywhere, always, W

as set by Divine Providence, a wa
that wins the mind with reasons, that wins the will with gentleness; ¥
invitation.

BY THE WAY OF CHRIST

- Divine Wisdom, Divi
o : , Divine Provid i
b1 e W ( vidence are behind the
S belien o ael(li ;11111((11 pre(sicnbed in preaching and teachir‘fgaﬁitshe form
o howren um;utr[ll erﬁ,a ;:Ivg?{w(lllere, every time, from Hisg;::f:;l:
1o heaven of judgment. But that wa
: with reasons, wins the will with gentlenessy;vtils;tili(\)ﬁ:n ’
\ ita-

[ 1cholas o yIa. (28] am trasbur ] KT 3
il lla upet otam Bi 1 B
] 4

Cf. Dionysius, “De divini

2 divinis nominibus,”

st s inibus,” 4 [PL, 122:1128-

Syt no;'nanst a rzference to Augustine, De civitate dei, iilb372: 1e p 22 (Pr

1.8t Thomas 1 :;afnth;eems to be a copyist’s error.] 2 . 22 (P

St s this subject qui i in

G, s e : quite extensively in Summa T i

s [roppl[er fegf:l, ;35.5?—56}; and q. 110, art. 2, corp. [Operahe?’?ﬁg;aa oo

, 8:165.3; and q. 165, art. [ [Opera, 10:339; and - Alsol?a
10 3 ny other

68
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70 Bartolomé de las Casas =
tion. So Divine Wisdom, Divine Providence are behind this way of And in M
teaching people 2 tiving faith, winning their ‘minds, winning their in Matthew 10:13-16
wills, etc. .

Both the conclusion and major premise are clear because Chirist,
the Son of God, is the Wisdom of His Father, is true God, one God with
His Father and Holy Spirit. There is one Godhood in these three Per-
sons, so there is one Wisdom, one Providence. When the Son is active,
Father and Holy Spirit are active. The activity of the Son isthe activity

of God. Hilary says. in On The Trinity, bk. 7: Sound faith asserts that
the actions of the T

rinity that reach outward are of all three together, -
not separately.'’ So Divine Providence fashioned and prescribed what o
ibed when He was mortal in His flesh.

Christ fashioned and prescrl :
The minor is proven by the form Christ gave t0 His apostles and
aching. First, Matthew 10 -

disciples the two times He sent them out pre :
and Luke 9, the time He called the apostles together then sentthem out = -
to preach to the Jews. Likewise in Luke 10, Hesenta separai¢ seventy- .
two to the same people. They were to be preached to first. Christ was. :
sent to them primarily, it was willed by God that way. «“The word of.
God had to be preached to you first, . . . (Acts 13:46). “So the Jews
would have no excuse for not accepting Him, saying He had sent the:

apostles to the pagans,” as [Jerome] comments on the text.!* Christ
said to the apostles: «(3o and preach

,say that the Kingdom of heaven is’
near” (Matthew 10:7). For sinning makes us earthly; virtue makes us
heavenly; God rules in the heavenly. For this we say, the Kingdom of
God is within you, etc. pES

And Christ further said:

e dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.
pay, give without pay. Take no gold, nor
belts, no bag for your journey ... NO - -
r village you enter, find out who is. i
until you depart. As you enter the
to this house! {Matthew 10:7-12. -

If anyone Wlll not receive you t your w y S]iake (l” tl {5
CC1 or llSt .
€n 10 your DrdS
Cll.lSt il()lll yOUI leet as yOI.l Ieave th&t houSE or tOWI'l, Iru]y I say ¢
y o

wolves, meanin,

’ g the same]. So be wi

doves. .. . Pe . nej. So be wise as serpents and si -
ople will deliver you up to councils and synagogl:g;l e- * L

W .
e can add a germane saying from Matthew 11:29-30:

Come to

refresh yo?zlffl“.‘:]l(gou who labor and are sorely burdened and I will |

and humbl(;, iy my yoke upon you and learn of me, for lam "

" eart, and you shall find rest for yo ’ meek
easy, my burden light, your souls. My yoke

It all means: learn fi
Itall m tom me that you also may be meek and humble

God, Wisdom of th
o ¢ Father, fashio -
His disci : ) ned and presc i "
k;;tcil;c\? 1;5, and their successors, the metgod Iflls ?ﬁ“sﬁor Hclis .
Nowlto COIltstlllmmate tact in their approach to ever??)e and they
see that this way, this f . ne.
the mind wi way, 1is torm of preaching a livi i :
ness. First‘zlf;‘h;::mns’ wins the will gently, by attragctio:?)gyfa:'gcl: s,
God is near. m eazltlse Chrl113t, when He said preach that the kir%gdol Olls;‘
’ preach repentance fi issi mo
‘was the th ; b or the remission of si
and say ;;Jlgn(;f Ells sermon in Matthew 4:17: “Jesus begziszg s That
‘the des (:riptic)n - ;_3 Kingdom of Heaven is near.” Also in M I;:eﬁé-mh
repent, so th is of apostles setting out preaching that pe lal' 112
2 ) at by repentance they would be b people should
om of heaven. rought near to the king-
& Itiscl : .
od canc nfl::; ;h:;vprezllchl.ng the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of
God, asin Mattheu?rlazgg-n‘%sz (a) Christ Himself was the kingdog 2f
urely the Kingdom of God iIsf;)Iithe power of God I exorcise demons
hat kingdom ong you”—i.e., Christ, the bri ‘
he powgr of (.}(Ii;: %?;ed He was the Christ by eXOfCiSin:g dgnl:;l::sg :fiflf
ccording to Nt St?’ accells)t Christ here, accept the kingdom h
as of Lyra.'” That was the preaching of the aposife,
es

Heal the sick, raise th
You received without
silver, nor copper in your
staff. . .. In whatever town o
worthy in it and stay with am
house, salute it saying, Peace

passim}).

And in Luke 10:3 it says,
use is worthy, let your

this house. And if the ho
let your peace return

First say, Peace 10
bat if it is not worthy,

peace come upon it,
to you,

e E :
13 [Here Las Casas is giving the gist of lib. 7—Cf. PL, 10t 198278, esp. 204.§
¥ Catend Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 1 1:130a. This was the basic comnp
lation of patristic comments on the four Gospels, text by text.] S

15
- 1 {Cf. Nicholas of ;
5] of Lyra, Postilla super totam Bibliam I'V Strasburg, 1492, fol. d

you, it sh.
Sodomsaﬁg lg:(:;ore tolerable on the day of judgment for the land o
sheep in the _dOrrah than for that town. Behold I send you S
midst of wolves [or as Luke says, as sheZp aOPt o
\ mong ..

This is the wa
y, the form of i i :
cople o : m | preaching Christ’ wi
people to a living faith, to Christianity. It is what Christ Himeclt. Som et
,Son o

The Only Way - B _7_1:- _ 5
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at the will of Christ for that time, announcing Ctirist’s arrival to the
Jews, again according to Nicholas.

Or (b): The kingdom of heaven—and this is the better opinion—
was what Christ really commanded the apostles to announce, eternal
happiness, cternal life, as stated in Matthew: “Unless your justice is
more than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the
Kingdom of Heaven™ (5:20). No one ever before heard this beatitude
announced by any prophet. Chrysostom speaks of the Matthean pas-

sage in Flomily 32:

You see the extraordinary role of the apostles—they are required 1o
announce nothing crass, nothing our senses can control, nothing
akin to what Moses and the Prophets taught, but something new,
something unique no pre hey promised the

decessor ever taught—t
goods of this earth! The apostles taught the Kingdom of Heaven and
its total bliss.'®

was the gospel, the era of the New

Or (¢): The kingdom of heaven :
ed in the King-

Testament, as Matthew 13:52 says: «“Eyery scribe learn
ike the father of a family. . .

dom of Heaven is I
learned in the kingdom of heaven, equals someone 1e:

pel, in the New Testament, €tc.
The aposties had to give reasons 10 explai

heaven, whichever way itistob

arned in the gos- -

understand their wor

repentance. [The apostles had to give reasons] so that people’s minds:
could be brought to clarity, so they could judge that it was good and -
useful to yield to the words and teachings of the apostles. i

It is not likely that they just uttered the b

‘repentance.’ It is more likely that as they preached eternal life they:
preached also the means to acquire it. So they said all sin must be’
in. Those

surrendered, no sinner could locate in eternal life: “Do not st
who do not fornicate, adore idols, commit adultery, . . . will possess the:
Kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9). So, since @ sin-free time is ac-
ceptable to God and in it people can gain eternal life, then people:
should avoid all sin. Christ said as much in Luke 4:19, that the Spirit ¢
God had sent Him to preach a holy year acceptable to God. s

So the apostles preached it—Paul’s preaching is proof: “Behold,
now is an acceptable time, now is a time of grace. Offending no one in
any way, ... (2 Corinthians 6:2-3). Avoid all sin was His teaching

18 [pG, 57:381.]

7 A scribe, someone

n the kingdom of’
e understood. S0 their hearers could
ds and grasp their teaching and be brought to

are words ‘kingdom’ and .

e Only Way . S 1y

because i i
it was a time of grace. The other apostles preached the salﬁé' '

th i
ey all preached with the same Spirit (1 Corinthians 12). They an-

nounce i
d the kingdom of heaven to people, that people must reach it, so-

th
ey preached that people must avoid all that could keep them from .~

reaching it. id; “
g it. And so Paul said: “Every athlete exercises setf-control in all

thin i i ;
gs. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperish- .:

able,...” inthi :
(1 Corinthians 9:25). People had to give up a lot to gain that

wreath. As Ephesians 4:22 says it: “Put aside your old behavior Let

the thief no longer steal. . ..”

hi R
_ The passage shows that the apostles preached a program of god& '

morals. The i i
v used reasons to win the minds of their hearers, to exercise

th . :

hez‘ii ;m;ds,_ It is useless to preach to people the kingdom of God, of

oy m’a piiesgfh repentance and eternal life without giving e(; '(1) =
p and directions to get there. The apostles preached aI:avth: :

program, they offered persuasive 1
r explanations. It was true i
affig?gﬁxinﬁ;:‘: :: 1; speaks of Him saying: “Do penancs f’ Ssh 1Hf i
. Ye i : |
was s 2 t we know He said a great deal about moral
And Paul says, in 1 Corinthi P
_ ) thians 2:2: “For I decided h-
g;ge ;{lrlloc?g 1zlou except Jesus Christ and Him crucified ”t"?"llg;:orz: .
preact ;:n agtel}; ‘;hgrgzztagl Olf Chri;t to you. Yetitis clear he preachea&n;;
ea
T e , on the source of death, on the profit of the
God?:n(s::ni}v Llsed one expr_ession with His apostles: the kingdom of
God isne ﬂ;e : en someone is required 1o do something, he is required
steps necessary to accomplish the job. Christ ordered that

the ki .
: pe?'tl:i?li(cllotton (E]t; htei\ifen be proclaimed. So He ordered preached all that
. pertained o at kingdom. There is a clearer indication in Luk

a st told his apostles to preach the kingdom of God ke 2

poin?if:sl;ﬁ‘f ]_lsted above all the reasons for winning the mind. The
o vi ent..So th? way, the form Christ gave His aposﬂe.s and
] r preaching His message, the way He willed, was to win

the mind.

¢ Next i i il wi

s ciear, :12? ;:111: way wins th_e will with gentleness, draws it, invites

o clear 2! a-nd ' so precious it makes people greet one another first

n the Denie ot owns and hqusehqlds they enter, before any othe;

éially peo accustomed in their first words to each other, espe-
_ rangers, to usc a polite greeting, so that the start of sipee%:h

betwe i i
en them is a good wish. If anyone does not greet others politely.

ople thi i i

alfnl())st télel?:vcezlm an ill-mannered clod. So a greeting is a necessity
o ,orderedn IL};_&:ople:, the customary start of a relationship. It is wh3;
I is apostles to be first in greeting others. It is more
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generous 10 offer a respect before receiving one. Paul says in Romans Remigius says
12:10:; “Outdo one another in showing honor.” He means people ’
should try to show their respect before respect is shown 10 them. And
Chrysostom comments on this passage of Matthew in Homily 32:
“Because you are teachers, do not therefore think you should stay
aloof until people pay their respecis to you. Pay your respects 10
them first!”"

Christ commanded a special greeting, used the words, “Peace 10
this house!”” It was a Strong custom among Hebrews and Syrians to use
this greeting, as Jerome implies, commenting on Matthew.'® The apos-
tles worked among Hebrews and Syrians. Or it was that no other greet-
ing seemed 10 embrace more blessings than wishing someone peace.
All greetings are prayers for blessings, but more arc enveloped in this
particular one because peace is the tranquility of order, as Augustine
says in The City of God, bk. 19, chap. 13.1 Where the tranquility of
order prevails, blessings abound. Peace is a state of calm and quiet and
of multiple friendships according to Isidore in his Efymologies. Every-
one is made for happiness. Where the tranquility of order prevails,
everyone is happy since nothing upsets the order. If tranguility exists, .
people want the quiet life; they work for it. Should something block it, i
they must pursue it. They will bave it, and nota counterfeit. Peace sa;
supreme good, there is nothing more beautiful than it in society. Noth~
ing more precious, nothing more enjoyable or useful has ever been:
heard of or hoped for or held. Asitsaysina certain Extravagante under”
the heading “On Burials 1n Common” [sicf®: “We know from evi--

dence we collected that only in a ime of peace is therc true worship of
“Peace makes

the Author of peace.” There are some sayings about this:
the word “peace’ also a sign of love. It is a gentle word that teaches ail
there is to love. Peace is pure salvation. Whoever despises peace will
never possess the One for whom peace is the vision of heaven.”

So, what Denys the Great says 8 plausible: “It is natural for every-
thing to want peace. A peaceful king who acts peaceably produces.:

subjects who will be chaste, controlled, civilized.” So says the introduc
tion to the Decretals® '

:gzrléo;d telliught Hifl disciples to say peace when they arrived some
, to choose a house or a host by a i .
to ¢ greeting of peace, as if th
I‘;c;:;i ;g;;l pltr:3 ;o malrély l;;vords: “Greet everyone with peace.” So thos‘;
would be worthy hosts, those who di .
e st s s, : o did not, unworthy.
y be chosen by his public re i i
‘ putation, still he m
be greeted with peace, so the preachers may be invited in becauseu;;'

their own dignit
y and not .
reason. 2 force themselves on him for another

aposg;{lsgtotz)rgcred Hi; apostles to find a worthy host for the sake of the
name. For if they stayed with imi
they would be suspected them i _SUSDGCL Ny L
e S| _ selves of criminality. Becau ,
‘:;l{gi ls%‘:;i— Zi;el; lhke and live with them (Ecclesiasticus 13, 1 95)6 Tili]:(ecll;zzs:
: of love, says Aristotle in 8 Ethics, ch "3.T
tive with good people are tho o
ught to be good. “With the i
. . pure, yo
13;01:1:;2 ¥P5a1m 13.26)’., The preachers who are holy “mUSth::;ﬂ
thoueh (;b v outsiders” (! Timothy 3:7). Jerome says as much: “A
he ust be chosen on what people think of him i.e., his neighbor.s
e r?rputatlon of the preacher is not sullied.”* , %
1oversl;?p];§£ wanted His preachers to be good and to look good
, messengers of peace, to quote Isaiah 52:7: “H i
. : 3 7:*Howb -
_ (f)l;‘l ugon t,I,m mourx_tmns are the feet of him who brings the goov; tf;iillns
| chS)S ace.” (’fjh"i klpd the Lord made, “peace by the blood of Hgis
.:.Says. ,‘;Aﬁd H(; 2351ans 1 ‘:1212). He broadcast peace, as Ephesians 2:17
 says: ame and brought good tidings of ;
- were far off, and good tidin B e render He
/ \ gs to those who ”
ordered good tidings to be preached. ere near” Nowonder He
e 'Is‘hf; ap?istles preached peace first—a value so wanted, $0 palat-
hou;e 1(: E{veh anFl’lovable by those people who lived in city ,town and
Jousel (t)he ntl at it's clear thf:y could only attract such p:aoplc'. ,And
fepdor them g;z(;::rl(l)i ;nd kl:lld enough to welcome the apostles and
el y and warmly and listen to their teaching
e’rlt \;V(;IS very wim_ling to see the apostles poor, humble, kind—not
3 eg;ls . :[ IIll_ot after silver, not a‘fter coin, not after stuff of ar’ly kind, not
€ ing earthly or passing, not even asking for the meal ,they

—_—
v [Catend Aurea—S. Thomas, Operd, Parma, 11:132b.]
eegled unless from people willing to provide it.

18 (Catena Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 11:132b.]

1 [Cf. PL, 41:640.]
2 Jementines, lib. 3, tit. 7, cap. 2. {Friedberg, 2.1162. We have correctgc_l

Casas’ citation from memory to the canon he is really quoting] ;
2 [See Friedberg 2, page 2, Gregory’s foreword, for the second sentence in Las

Casas’ citation. Las Casas is citing the original passage from memory.]

22

2 [Catena Aurea—S. Thom

- . as, Opera, Parma, 11:133a.
[Catena Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 11:132.b].]
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For St. Thomas, commenting on Matihew, the aposties were al-
lowed not just any house for their room and board, but only that of
someone found willing and worthy. The Lord expressly said: “What-
ever city you enter, whatever town, ask who is a worthy person there,
and stay with him until you leave” (Matthew 10:11). That means, do
not hop from house to house.

Jerome [and other Fathers] give the reasons for this injunction: (1)
So as not to embarrass the hosts—they might appear to be slighted. Itis
also unseemly, a sign of ingratitude, for guests to embarrass, to insult
hosts, who have treated them with welcome and warmth. (2) So as not
1o seem superficial to people. It is not fitting for preachers of Christian
persuasion. For Christ wanted them to be serious and steady men, sO

they could gain greater reverence and authority, and as a result their

teaching would be worth more 10 their hearers, and result in a richer
harvest. (3) To escape the reputation of being a voracious glutton.
Some people might think the apostles changed lodgings so they could
enjoy a richer fare with other hosts. That would be reminiscent of the

Pharisees blaming Christ for eating with publicans, saying He did so -

out of voracity.**

For the apostles to heal the gick at no cost, to raise the dead, to :
cleanse lepers, to 1id tormented bodies of demons, was a winning way
indeed; it gained the good will of people, it was influential on them.

There is nothing more gratifying for people everywhere than to receive
great favors or great gifts from others, but not if afterward they are
made to render more than thanks and they are unwilling. It is apparent
that the rare, the wonderful gifts the apostles gave, miraculous gifts, to
their hosts, their hearers, created a climate of love and affection—gifts
" ike infants, able to make a crowd willing, apt, and open to a teaching,

to hear it, to accept, to believe it. _
If people were forced to pay a price for miraculous cures, for gi

of life, they would be deeply depressed. But no price was asked. The
opposite occurred. The people loved the apostles happily, they were.
quick and eager to hear with rapt attention what the apostles taught -

and to accept it.

Christ told His men to heal the sick in the various towns, so that the
miracles would draw people to the message they preached. Re- - :
member what He said: “And say to the people, The Kingdom of -
God has touched you . .. If you cure first, and preach after, your

2 Commenting on Matthew 11 and Luke 17 [Las Casas is summarizing citat

by Jerome, Chrysestom, Ambrose, Cyril, and Theophilactin Catena Aurea—S. T hor_nas, :

Opera, Parma, 11:132b, 12:100b, 12:370a.}.
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words will come easily. Peo i i
. ple will believe that the Ki
touched you. (Thus Theophilact on Luke 10.)% © Hivedom has

E:;?r g;nerosity proved the apostles to be holy men. They gave gratis
the urri 1ts ((i)f goodness to people oppressed by terrible conditions and
¢ diseases. They could have amassed great wealth, have piled

up riches if they wanted to. I .
night.soil. 0. Instead they despised wealth as they would

C . . .
onclusion: It was a winning way indeed to heal the sick, to raise -

th ;
foscgiidiofifg.i se\zay tg aﬁ‘ecti to draw the will of the watcher without
postles, to listen gladly to what th L S
then the way, the form Chri i i the i
\ st fashioned for preachi n¢
only wins the mind with reason i Dl s o gospe not
‘ : s, but wins the will al '
tively, with motives. It was a winni i T o e
_ . inning way indeed, and i
for getting good will and i e i e e
a hearing from people wh
preached the poods of eternal lif; D ture, beymnd posties
_ e, goods beyond nature, b
tation, beyond imagination. Nothi ing o A
. ing more charming or gratifyi
ever concocted. It was the greatest - preachod o
( good that could be h
people, nothing more powerful than i i e
n it for attracting th
would move as if by gravit achines of i
y to hear and heed the teachi
apostles. They were to understand o weion e
_ that after the work, th i
woes of this life in time, those wh i Al
‘ \ o had i i
forever in happiness and calm. fattht would fast in eternity
It is now clear that the wa i
. y Christ wanted for preaching th
1 i ego
and willed for His apostles and their successors, was to wign theg 1:1?1%

g with reasons and win the will with motives, gently, graciously

After the Lord taught His apostles and disciples the form and

5321;(1(311 for t_heir l_ae_havior toward the city, the town, the household that
: em 1n, willingly, even graciously, He then gave them a norm

1;;{;1;0;130&? on towiiird those who were resistant. “Whoeveris unre
\ s oes not listen to your words, 1 h )
hake its dust off , leave the house, the town
_ your feet. I tell you solemnly it wi i ,
odom and Gomorrah on j y 1t will go easier for
thew 10:14). judgment day than for that town” (Mat-
0 i)r;:::ll?illli cglzar isi ;ha¥1 Christ gave His apostles permission and power
spel to those willing to hear it, and th !
0 punish the unwilling b : atonlyt Mot power
2 y any force, pressure, or harshne
. s s ss. H
gf&n;t)eﬁslzo power to apostle or preacher of the faith to force the unwill(E
P fln, ;llo power to .pumsh even those who drove the apostles out
. - He decreed punishment in eternity, not in time. “Whoever is

25
| [PG, 123:835. Also Catena Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 12:117.]
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unreceptive, and does not listen to your words; leave the place.” He did
not say, “Confront them! Preach to them willy nilly! If they persist
tenaciously in trying to drive you out, do not hesitate to use human
punishment!” He said: “Shake the dust off your feet. 1 tell you sol-

1 go easier for Sodom and Gomorrah on judgment day than

emuly it wil
for that town.” As if He said flatly: <1 reserve the punishment for such

rejection to myself. 1 do not grant it to you!”
Thus Christ set no earthly sentence on those in this world who

refused to accept the faith, so their refusal would not be punished, at

least not punished by human beings, for being unbelievers. Christ set

an otherworldly sentence, as stated in Mark 16:16: “The non-believer
“He then

shall be damned.” And Matthew 11:21, and Luke 10:13:
ve the towns in which so many wonders had been

began to repro
worked.” They had had no change of heart—they had not believed.

A bad end to you Corozain, to you Bethsaida! If the wonders that
have been worked in you had been worked in Tyre and Sidon, they
would long ago have don¢ penance in sackcloth and ashes. I must
tell you, Tyre and Sidon will be forgiven on the day of judgment, not
you. As for you Capharnaum . . - ifin Sodom . . . 1 must tell you the
land of Sodom will be forgiven on the day of judgment, not you.

So this is the pattern. Christ did not give human beings the power 10
inflict earthly punishment on those who refused to listen to the faith -
being preached or on those who refused to welcome or want the
preachers of that faith—it was an eternal punishment payable in the -
life hereafter. He reserved to Himself the punishment of both types.

St. Thomas confirms this view in his tract Against the Enemies of -

Religion, ch. 15, 4th argument, explaining the command, “Shake the

dust. .. .” He says

must say that the Lord ordered His aposties to
shake the dust from {heir feet as a symbol for those who refused to
accept them. And it says in Mark 6 “Shake the dust off your feetasa
symbol against them.” The gloss on the text of Luke 10: “Shake the
dust . . 7 says: “To symbolize the fruitlessness of the human effort

undertaken on their behalf.” And this symbol points 0 the divine -
judgment.*®

To objection four, we

« must tell you, it will go easier for the land

So Matthew 10 sums it up:
of Sodom and Gomorrah on judgment day than for that town.” From

2 [§. Thomas, Operd, 41:145}
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;l;:éz ;:;:ftltonslwe iearn that the Lord ordered us as disciples to leave a
place 1 ?a_gﬁ come. Its people will be judged for their sinfulness at the
'ud’ " ithless people §poken of in | Corinthians 5:13; “God will
]f e gle oiie outsu'le the faith. Those who are within the fofd the fait;a
rec’eifegr} er the judgment of the Church.” So if someone v;'ants to bé
s 1:11:‘;) l;l;e corggany of the faithful, then injures that company
ty, n ought not to be left to God toj
submitted to the Church for judgment. t0Judec, but ought o be
Chri:tvghazz[eic;u]d be clearer, what more cogent, I ask you, to prove
power to any human being to bri Ini
) ng force or punish
piet;iz;lregn any pagan whatever or anyone unwilling to hé)ar thertl'laei?l:
preach or ;[]0 vsfel(:(.)me the preachers into their territory? The punish-
me hu(r); ;rlllc reglich;lox:X falls to the divine judgment after this Iife, not to
one here. And so that no doubt of this will i i
one’s mind, we should note here wh, 5t did 10 R
. , t Christ did t i
& a o confirm this
HE IS-(I:I;:.tw-'Iay up to Jerusalem, when He had to stop at a Samaritan :2:11}
Ho sent amlt:s and John ahea'd to prepare a lodging and acquire the,z
nece enr:;e:i z:e;.h The fS_am;.hntans refused the lodging. The apostles
e unfriendliness, at the rejecti id: ¢
e e 1o \ jection. They said: “Lord
pray a fire down on them fi )
them?” The Lord turned t i s ropro ey on oy
o them with this D
e whet S reproach: “You do not
you belong to. The Son of Man did r
damn souls but to save them” O Mhe Soirit ot Ciiet o
em” (Luke 9:55-56). The Spiri ist i
gentle Spirit, as the passa; i e o
, ge from Isaiah 61:1 says: “The Spirn i
: : irit of
gionozﬁa. Therefore he has consecrated me, he has sentI:ne t(c)n Sg:clg
' wi1g1 ch n.evhvs Fo gfntle people.” And chapter 42: *“Behold my servant
Lol ei(nsh him,” Next: “I sent my Spirit upon him.” Next: “He Wili
é;a_ :; ¢ half-broken reed, nor snuff out the smoking w.ick ”
e 1ikell;lesss‘?fl‘t:,tzg o’[illern t;) possess this Spirit, to be good discip'les in
master, which is why He ad «
. y He added the words:
O?yucs)fi 2/[2;;1 came to save souls, not damn them.” It was not the arr—ir\g?
j e but mercy, as John 3:17 says: “God did not send his Son to

.. i;, \Elrie;) ‘;l;e I;veo;ld, Gtocél1 wanted to save the world through Him.” For that
pu ccepted to be called Jesus, as Matthew 1 .

| ‘ ‘ , :11 says: «

- will call His name Jesus for He will save His people from th;i sirsl{so’l’1

Theophilact says: “Christ, teaching a law more lofty than the life

of Eli e
._0 Elias, reproached His disciples, led them away from violent ideas

hen He taught them t :
o A Cyrﬂ;m 0 bear peaceably those who inflicted harm on

T PG, 123:830.]




SR "Ba'rtblbfrié”c:l'_e las Casas OISR

Though the Lord with foreknowledge knew His disciples would not
be welcomed by the Samaritans, even so he ordered them ahead
because it was His way of doing all He could for their improvement.
They were the future teachers of the world. They were to traverse
city and town 10 preach the Gospel truth. They would sometime
meet up with people reluctant to hear the holy word—i.e., offering
Jesus no lodging. He taught the disciples that when preaching the
Gospel they must be totally patient, totally gentle, not hostile or
irritable by coming down harshly on those who sinned against them.
The disciples were not there yet. They were not without zealotry.
They wanted to bring fire from heaven down on the Samaritans.?

There was a great gain in being so gentle. Some few days later the
conversion of the Samaritans, worked by the Lord through the Samari-
tan woman, showed it clearly. Next in the story COmEs: “And they went

{0 another town.” He showed a behavior patiern 10 His disciples, ac-

cording to Bonaventure on Luke. They should leave people rather than '

quarrel with them. Christ gave the pattern o His disciples in Matthew '

10:14: “If they persecuic you in one town, leave it for another, . ..”
The conclusion is clear from Christ’s normative behavior. What

Christ does teaches us, because the Father gave Him tousasa witness;’

a leader, a teacher, as the prophecy in Isaiah 55:4 puts it: “Look, he
said, I gave Him as a witness to the people, asa leader, as a teacher to
the Gentiles.” And Matthew 13:17: “Thisismy beloved Son in whom I~ ¢
am well pleased. Hear Him.” That means obey Him, imitate Him. He:
teaches not just by words but by deeds as well what one must do t0°
imitate Him. There must be no evil inflicted in any way, no force, no
punition on pagans who have never had the faith, if they do not want to
listen to it or to welcome its preachers. There is a consequence immedi=
ately evident: Those who do the opposite usurp divine judgment. They
are forthwith in violation of divine law. o
In my treatment of the preceding material you sec forcibly con
firmed in a thousand ways—excuse the hyperbole—the form Chris
fixed for preaching the gospel truth, for inviting, for drawing people to
a living faith, fixed for His apostles and for those called to fill thei
places. It is remarkably kind, gentle, peaceable, sensible, faultless, edi
fying, lovable. It is suffused with compassion, patience, forgiveness
charm, with charity abounding in benefits freely given to those who

hear preached the name of Christ. We say this of the form Christ set th

first time He sent His holy apostles and disciples out, as if into training,

8 [Cgtena Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 12:111.]

50 th .
¢y could be schooled and readied slowly for the future stl"'ugglé"

Wlth:}feglgi_re world by preaching first to the Jews
world. on @ ;Z (f grsllcllrr;cgop_He se.nt.His disciples to win over thé whél .'
of preaching, H > detinitive mission. He added little about the fi :
sending wha.t He relterated, reemphasized what He said at th (t)irm
the ﬁrst-"‘Go b € hfld insisted on strongly. The second sendin \fr s
Father and the essald, teach all people, baptize them in the nanfe o?‘stlils'
commandments anilf:(;th?’ I(Il\c/ily Spirit, teach them to keep all th:
. ou” (Matthew 28:19~20
eve h. ' ) The Y
of eif):rvy flI:tilg th%crvorld, preach the Gospel to everyone [Ii1 er;k. GIOI
ovor doge o ;.l]l-)eli hoevi:'allaleléeves and is baptized will be saved p\?\?l?oe
- eve s e condemned.” Fi . -
writes: “T . Finally th i
with the lli?;c\lv %r;tc?:in anﬁ preached everywhere wit13(1*.heﬂLEl:i(ia’ls]%186:111;t
ne t . R v X
(16:15, 20). g their preaching by miracles that followed”
Luke is bri .
preacl:;ll:g :E:;Lesfsélﬂ‘l‘??n the others when he writes about the form of
. _ :"For so it was prophesi :
died, to phesied, so ought Ch
o be prel;?:‘l;z :‘11§erilt”¥0m the dead on the third day, so iktllght ;St;‘rfl)thave
ring with Jo 1.um 1 18 name, and forgiveness of sins, to everyor?e baI}Ce
24:46-48). In Af; 6{%.. You are witnesses of what happened”, (Itigl]?-
and tells us to Dresach. ‘:1?1;141.;’&;“1(?:1)631(8 again somewhat about fgln‘:;
whoi . witness: “Because it is Christ Hi
. tohliz-nz?i 1Jludge by God‘ of all living, all dead. Ever; prol:)rlllsett It_Im?SG]f
name.” He ol?dS: “c[ihg believe in Him gain forgiveness of sinseisn:lfllf'd
repentance occurreth aptism Lo accompany repentance. In baptisnis
unbelief. Forgive;essrzl;glvl confession, the putting aside of old evils, of
e sin goes with all this, s i '
mar; , says Theophilact.?
gin gloss on the text says pardon had to be offeredliolt?lztée ;flle
o

- crucified Christ, to hel ini
| t, p the ministers who were goi
. tance and forgiveness beginning from J erusaleﬁn?omg 10 preachrepen-

Not because the wi
: ords of God were
ot ; entrusted to them a
e :g\;fjs ttl}]e adoption as sons of God, the worth that wzgtb\:':tiu?e
e lega S);,On :;?ixaérpu*f r:lt.her because people enmeshed in varlietiz:t;
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The previous instruction was: Do not go among the C_'}entiles.31 So the
preaching of the apostles was rejected first in Judea. The present in-
struction says, according to Theophilact: “Preach the Gospel to every-

ong, believer, unbeliever alike!” And the interlinear gloss on the words,
“They exorcised demons [Mark 6:13],” says: “py gracious encourage-
ment removing malice from people’s hearts.” And Bede says: “The one
who said before His passion, ‘Do not go 1o other races!’ after His resur-
rection said, ‘Go, teach every racel’ 7732 Severus also says. “One and the
same power which created every life redeems every life.”™
The Lord laid a triple duty on the apostles when He sent them {0

preach to the entire world. The first, to preach the faith. The second,
nourishing believers with sacraments. The third, teaching believers
nourished by sacraments 10 keep the commandments of God and livea
good life. The first is found in: “Go, teach all races.” The second in: -
“Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.” The third in; “Teaching them to kecp all I have com-

manded you.” .
And speaking of the triple duty, it is fairly clear from earlier state-.

ments what an effort the apostles and disciples of Christ exerted on the
are, what concern, what burning zeal,’

first and second missions, what ¢
what charity. Fairly clear what the preachers also were required to do, .
who took their places out of a duty given them to fulfill. 1t is quite clear:
in Mark 6:12—13: “[The apostles] went out preaching that people:
should do penance. They exorcised many demons, they anointed
many sick people and cured them.” And in Luke 9:6; “They set out:
and went through the towns preaching and bealing everywhere.” And:
in Mark 16:20: “They went and preached everywhere, the Lord helping
them, backing their words with miracles later.” Finally, it is quite clear:
in the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke’s testimony, in what Paul writes in
his Epistles, and in what Chrysostom says 1n & sIgn y
commenting on Matthew in Homilies 33 and 34, and further in Hom=
ily7onl Corinthians, chapter 2, in these and in many 0
his works.™ .
The evidence shows that Christ set a form for preaching the gospe
that was one and the same—before His resurrection and after it-—t¢
win the mind with reasons, 10 win the will with motives, to attract it
because the form is peaceful, gentle, kind, full of the taste of charity. Tt

3 1Nicholas of Lyra, Postilla IV, Strasburg, 1492, h 10b]
52 {Catene Aurea-—3. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 11:333b.]
 (Catena Aurea—S. Thomas, Opera, Parma, 11:334a.]
MICt. PG 57:587-604; and 61:54-68.]
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teach .
tactﬁ;n‘;e :I%I(l)(;lgﬁed broadly earlier, means treating the mind quietl
aﬂowing, R Y, loglcaﬂy, with precision, step by step, at a ag ’
learner is dr als of time. To teach also means that the will OfP the
So the fonnav(?rlirli); tsléltntgs with cllllarm to them, gentle, tasteful thingse
. or preachin ; . o
reaS()In, wins the will with motive. g the gospel wins the mind with
n . -
Christ ?E;BT E(:azifreach penttence and forgiveness of sins in the name of
by Goéi © Al? thy that He was appointed judge of the living and dead
s of ;(heir e € alljlr\?viheltjs f_arophesied that people would have forgive
_ ) o believed in Him. (d) Th . e
co oL - {d) Those caugh
ho;?;gnfs al_ld criminalities would be encouraged englbt)igef;cllous
Pardon w orgiveness of past sins by the miracle of divine merc o
o they & gﬁlgrﬁmlsed even to the Jews who cructfied the Son of )((} (fl)
wipod clean Te prompted_ to hope that their former sing wouldobé
posals Cleari 10 pl_’each this way such declarations, promises, pro
will w;)n v 3{ lmplhed that thf{ mind be won over by reasons ar;dpth .
firms this-y‘%;rag‘iﬁé’fg compelling motives. The gloss cted earlier con-
. us en ; . i
ple’s hearts.” couragement removing malice from peo-
Conclusion: :
preachingC ;-ll?son(; Thle form Christ, the Son of God, set His apostles for
tion. was one g ;pe everywhere, before His death, after His resurrec-
will woith and the same, o win the mind with reasons, to wi
v:t attractive, compelling motives » to win the
nditi )
that this 1:: Clii? e?ough not to demand further proof, the conclusion
people, all ¥, this form of preaching the gospel holds good for all
evcryw’h races,hno distinctions made. For Christ commanded: “G
ere, teach everyone.” No one, t L 1o
NN - , 1o place pri
not tﬁ (iih?cm;nnate between place and person, ngt t‘({)ﬂ(?t%zcct'sf oo
s further clear that Christ’s way was to last into the fut‘ure after

Christ’ i a1

"Chris:’: l?ﬁ;ﬁilg‘ln’él ntil judgment day, because the gospel is the law of
dom i 1o 1 o ]:)I(I;lll’)’are Mattheyv 24:14: *“This Gospel of the King-
sospel of Chrlit a*t(lzl ed.” But th_e kingdom of Christ is to last, so the
Matthew 24:34 ’utf?.:{e‘\:v law, is to last to the end of the world. As
before every’;hjng COs nl1 és aI}:,:}ellllt 3’/,0(;11,1 t.hlS gcneration‘ will not pass away
ation of the Church, i.e., the k.ingdcfr)if(:)s; (():mhI:CI}S(gJ fains thisas the gener-

St. Thomas gives the reason:

Since the new law
supplants the old law a i
oo : s something more
mg:: a;;sfztc)tmttlalthmg less perfect, our present life can have nlx);)igi‘:ft
ol pertect. 1-::111 the new‘iaw. For nothing can be closer to ou%
g than that which puts us in immediate touch with it
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The new law does just this. Hence Hebrews 10:19 sayls;:; ‘?Iﬁ::;f;grf:é
i i hrist, the new way I s
h trust that in the bloed of C , le i .
?;; enter the Hoty of Holies,” we approach Qod. Life lwi(; 11:n t:;
new law is more perfect than any other now lived, because the

H 35
perfect life is the one closest to its fulfillment.

Therefore we will keep to the same form a1_1d faslclilon off %rga;?elztg
the gospel, we must, while time lasts, 1.€., un_tll the czliy ;) Sjt ¢ Sgcm-is;
with every: people in every place. The conclusion stan s:du S
did not pick and choose between peoples or plgces, He di mz. RN
ase and age. Given that the kingdom o_f Christ, tpe gen;:lra 1 o ofbe
ligevcrs that is to say the Church of Christ, or the life of 1 flzfnfh OS, g
going t’o last until judgment day, it follows that the law itself, the g0Sp

j i ist’s
of Christ, is to last as well until the crack of doom. Since, at Chri

bidding, we must preach, we must likewise keep to the same way 1n

i 0. e
e enout ¢ ninth argument we chose for proving

1 this be enough for the > chose 10t DL :
part ];fle of our conclusion, i.e., wWe preach at Chnstg pidding in thé g

way He set.

BY THE EXAMPLE OF THE APOSTLES

From Christ’s bidding, from the fulfillment of it by thetai):fg:lc‘;iilflz
the way they preached the faith, we draw the ngxt argimens -'m s quii
sufficient a proof to lay out what the evangelist Mar iaynd the bt

hapter by way of brief summary: “The apostles ‘set ou ; [;) otes
szfywhere, the Lord helping them, backing their preaching oy a
cles that followed” (Mark 16:16). '
Note here that they lliept to Cf:‘h';ll
. They were truc keepers ol

?;ﬁﬁ:i of Hiz words. Asin 1 Corinthians 4 and
me. as I am of Christ.” John 13:15 sh.ows we nee ot prove e
; also a bidding of Christ: “T have given you my examp P
don should also do.” We are sure that they kept periectly 10 >
(é%l:;tyt());le them, and to the form Christ get for them to preaclz}(; :1
gospel. They changed not the sligbte:st detail. Odthez\;v(lsse we cou !
say they were true keepers of Christ’s word an 1wodﬁr.of nings, ok
And this makes natural sense. In the naturai OT g oy

st’s way and form as the
¢ works of Christ, and fll‘_l‘Q
11:1:“Be imitators_gf .

a, 7:2761
35 Cf. 8, Thomas, Summa Theologiae, 1a llae, a. 106, art. 4 [Opera, 7:2 ]

The Onfy Way 25

creatures imitate higher ones insofar as they can. Something by nature
active, superior, makes something by nature passive a look-alike. The
Son of God is the exempilar at the origin of all created things, as John |
puts it: “Through Him ali things were made.” So He is the primordial
model every creaturc resembles, “the true and perfect image of the
invisible God, the eldest of all created things, on whom all creation is
based.” In a unique way He is the source of those spiritual graces which
llumine creatures endowed with soul. The phrase is from Psalm 109:3,
which says of the Son: “In the glow of holiness, before dawn, in the
womb I conceived you.”

This image of God was far from us at first. Listen to Ecclesiastes
2:12: “What can a creature do to approach the Lord who made him?”
So the Lord willed 10 be human, to give a human norm to humankind.
This is the reason Augustine says in his On the Christian Struggle:
“What soundness there is in someone who spots the words, the deeds of
that man, who loves and follows Him, the Son of God, who gave him-
self as a norm for your lives.”*® The angels are modeled on divinity
directly, the rest of creation indirectly, as Denys says in On the Angelic
Hierarchy, bk. 10.>" So the apostles are given the model of humanity to
imitate directly, as befits Jeaders, the subsequent leaders of the Church.
That is why they were told: “I gave you my example. . . .” Next, the
apostles, the leaders of the Church, fashioned on the model of Christ,

" become maodels for the life of their charges. In the words of 1 Peter 5:4;
... made the norm for the flock from your soul . . .” and of 2 Thessa-

- lonians 3:9: “. . . to give you in our conduct an example to imitate.”

Given that Christ, the model of all graces of the soul, taught, set
the form of preaching His law, worldwide—not just by word, but also
by deed, winning people over gently, persuasively, attracting them—
‘then clearly the apostles kept to that form unswervingly. They were the
first Jeaders of the Church, they were placed over all the faithful, they
‘were keepers of His words, His bidding. They were true followers of His
deeds, they were set up as models to everyone else in preaching and
portraying the law of Christ.

-+ Every evangelist shows that Christ taught, that Christ set the peace-
1 way not just by His words but also by His deeds. He was humble and
cck. He would teach others meekness and humility. From the outset
t His preaching therefore, He dealt humbly and meekly with people so
¢ could draw people to Himself with peaceful behavior, could get

| *[PL, 40:298.]
- 7 [PG, 3:271-74))




(S " Bartolomé de las"Ca'sc'z:sl'f-. SHA

So lef ws draw pagans by the good life we fead, Jet us build the church
through their conversion, let us grow rich this way. There is nothing
to equal soul-worth, not the whole material world. You could shell
out huge sums to the poor, you do more if you convert but one soul:
“If you draw worth from the worthless, you will be a messenger from
me” (Jeremiah 15:19). It is a high and holy thing to help the poor;
higher, holier to fetch back a soul lost in error, Whoever doessoisa
Peter, a Paul, We can accept their counsel, not to endanger ourselves
as they did, putting up with famine, disease and the rest-—our fime 18
a time of peace—butto intensify our apostolic desire. This way, even
housebound, we can fish for souls. For a friend, a relative, a neigh-
bor. Whoever does, acts as the disciple of Peter and Paul.

Why de I remind you of them? The answer will be Christ’s: “If you
draw worth from the worthless, you will be a messenger from me.” If
today you win no one, you will tomorrow; if you win just one, yet
your reward will be full. You will not win all, yet some from all. Not
even the aposties won the world. But they broached the question
universally, and they gained their reward for each one. For God
rewards what we purpose to do, not the profit we gain from good
works. Though you as teachers give a pittance, God will reward you
as the widow was. Though you cannot save the globe, do not think
less of small efforts, do not let global desires distract you from local
ones. If you cannot carry a hundred, take care of ien; if not ten, then
look to five; if five are to0 much of a demand, look to one; if you
cannot care for one, keep hope, keep trying.

You know, do you not, that merchants use silver as well as gold in
their transactions? If we grasp the small we will grasp the large; if we
ignore the small, the large will be hard to grasp. Those who grasp
small and large come out enriched. 1t is the way we also must pro-
ceed, so that enriched by small and large we may enjoy the kingdom
of heaven given by the grace and kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Thus Chrysostom.”®

found in Gratian. And further on:

PAPAL ENDORSEMENT OF PEACEFUL CONVERSION

Finally, to close the first part of our argument, we have but to

support it by reference to many church decrees. There are truly many.-

«“Whoever sincerely intends to bring non-Christians to the Chris- :
tian faith must bring them to it by kindness, not by cruelty.” This is -
«“We must so act that they wani {0 -

PG, 61:29-30.]
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ifllégw us, moved by Eleaning and mercy, nottoflec us. . . .” Andin the

mor:qttée(r:;; rilgstp‘iir: W}?en l;;mes‘[s do blameable things, kindness does
: em than harshness, bolsteri i

charity more than force. .. .”" siering more than bulling

And from th .
Judaeis™: ¢ Fourth Council of Toledo, the chapter “De

grom this point onno one is to be forced into the faith, so the Synod
wei:(sztrl:s.T(flod tj(l)lr.glves whom He wishes, He leaves in sin whom He
. The willing, not the unwilling, are saved; th justice i
kept intact, We perished a eyi ereent of out own
ntact. s people obeying the serpent of
free will. We are saved thro i o ermce of God 1o
. ugh belief, called by the grace of G
_ : s od to
the conversion of our own minds. So people are to be persuaded to

conversion by the power of thei i
oo p their free choice, not by force, not by

Pope Leo is quoted in the following chapter:

glﬁd_ness d0f:§ more to correct than harshness, bolstering more than
a:lldymg, ch:.arlty more than force. And those who choose themselves
not Christ are quickly spotted by this law, they want to dictate to

subjects, not care for them. H i
, . Honor flatters them, infla ir pride;
the sources of harmony turn noxious.?! ’ tos thelr pride;

There is a remarkable text from Pope Nicholas:

r)/‘l;at someone does not choose, not opt for, he loves not. What he

Staffsfg:z,illge sc?iﬁ?s at. glo good not chosen. So the Lord said take no
road in order not to do violence to an

‘ road - yone. You would

do wiser to light in them a celestial love by preaching in gentle terms

a contempt for worldliness and a 1 .
violence on people.® ove for God than by unleashing

The true agrees with the true. The truths of mission all agree that

the way of teaching, of drawing people best to God and the knowledge

79 ; :
Gratian, dist. 45, cap. 3 and cap. 4 {Friedberg, 1:160, 161. See also PL, 77:1267—

68, for the guotation from Gregory].

:‘]’ ggain Gr:atian, dist. 45, cap. 5 [Friedberg, 1:161].
nce again, Gratian, dist. 45, cap. 6 [Friedberg, 1:162]. Also relevant are Gra-

i . .
1an, dist. 43, cap. 1 [Friedberg, 1:153-55] and causa 8, q. 1, cap. 12 [Friedberg, 1:594)

82 :
Gratian, causa 20, q. 3, cap. 4 [Friedberg, 1:849-50, esp. 850, the passage begin-

ning “Quod enim quis™).
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of the truth has to win the mind with reasons and win the will with
motives that are compelling and attractive. ‘

The last decree left to cite is a new one. Pope Paul I issued it, in
the year 1537, as aspecific and general policy, occasioned by the follow-
ing situation.

Corrupt men wanted riches, in this world, whose litter they are,
and pleasures, in this world, not in a future life with God’s elect enjoy-
ing the delights of paradise, seeing God, enjoying God to overflowing.
They wanted to be freer, to be unchecked in getting what they wanted
as their paradise, gold and silver, their object of faith. They wanted to
extract these riches from the sweat, the hard labor, the durance vile and
death, death replete with torment and torture and wide-scale injury,
the brutal burdening of masses of human beings, practically everyone
around. So they concocted a novel way of masking their injustice, their
tyranny, and giving credence to their decision.

{1t was this: They put the lie on the Indian peopies that they were so
lacking in the commeon traits of humankind that they could not govern
themselves, that they needed overseers. And this is how far their mad,
their damnable impudence went: They said flatly that thé natives were
brute beasts or next to being so. They flatly defamed them, so it was
right to conquer such beasts in war, io hunt them down, 10 break them
for service, then have them for use at will.

The truth is that many a native could rule us, in a domestic, or a
mercantile, or a political life, could educate us to the moral life, could
surpass us in natural reasoning, as Aristotle said about Greeks and
barbarians in 1 Politics.

. When this posture was denounced to the pope by a member of the

Order of Preachers, the pope was shocked, naturally enough, at the

sacrilege, the rashness of these disgraceful men. He knew at once how
human nature was maligned by this posture, the nature the Son of God
did so much for, suffered so much for. He knew the stoppage put to the
propagation of the faith by satanic representatives. By a decree sealed -
in lead, he renewed former decrees: and he declared the posture just
presented erroneous, something detestable, something the hearts ofthe

faithful should utterly reject. These are his words:

Paul, Bishop, Servant of God'’s servanis, to all Christ’s faithful who
will read these words, health to you and my apostolic blessing. God,
though beyond us, so loved humankind that He made us able to
share in reachable, visible goodness with the rest of creation—but
further than that to share in the highest goodness, unreachable, invis-
ible, and see Him face to face. Sacred Scripture also testifies that we

The Only Way

were created to attain eternal life and eternal bliss. And no one is
able- to reach life and bliss in eternity except through faith in Jesus
Christ. So we have perforce to admit that we humans are of such
natul:e and condition that we can receive the faith of Christ. Anyone
who is a human being is capable of receiving that faith. No one but a
fool would think he could attain a goal, and not use the means
abso}utely necessary to attain it. So Truth Incarnate, Who is never
deceived or deceiving, said, as we know, when He sen:L preachers out
to prca.ch thfe faith: “Go, and teach everyone.” All, He said, without
exception, since all are capable of learning the faith, Satan,saw and
was jealous of humankind. He fights goodness always to destroy it
He concocted a novel way to prevent the word of God beiné
preached to people for their salvation. He got certain of his lackeys
who wanted to satisfy their lust for riches, to affirm rashly that Eas£
and West Indians—and others like them who came into our ken
recenily, and therefore lacked a knowledge of our Catholic faith—
were brute beasts, were 10 be subjected to our control wherever they
wer.e._These lackeys reduce them to slavery, they load them with
afflictions they would never load on any beast of burden.

We are th_e unworthy Vicegerent on carth of the Lord. We try with
all our might to lead into the flock of Christ committed to our care

those who are outside the sheepfold. We are aware through what wé
have been told that those Indians, as true human beings, have not
only tpe capacity for Christian faith, but the willingness to ,ﬂock toit

We wish to provide apt solutions for the situation. The Indians Wt;
spea_k pﬂ and all other peoples who later come to the knowledge of
Chl_jst_lans, outside the faith though they be, are not to be deprived of
their }1berty or the right to their property. They are to have, to hold

to enjoy both liberty and dominion, freely, lawfully. They ;nust not,
be enslaved. Should anything different be done, it is void, invalid, of
no forcg, no worth., And those Indians and other peoples are to’be
invited into the faith of Christ by the preaching of God’s word and
the example of a good life.

The same credence is to be granted copies of this present decree as is
granted to the original—copies notarized by a notary public or by
the seal of any person empowered by ecclesiastical office. This we
declare through the present decree, notwithstanding earlier ones or
whatever else to the contrary. Given at Rome, St. Peter’s, in the year

of the Lord’s birth 1537, the 2nd of Ju
O atiema ne, the year 3 of our
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al edition of Sublimis Deus, see Las Casas en México, Apendice 14

which details the copyist’s error in the original bulf and the errors in most printed copies.]
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Whaf is.pertiﬁent to qur purpose in the docume_nt is the fc')llowu;;g:
(1) The Indians and others are to be invited to the faith of Chnst, (2}2 ¥
the preaching of God’s word and by the @Xa_rnple of apoodlife. Int e‘s;e
two principles everything we argued ear!ler is 1nclgded: People areto ;
drawn to Christ through a way that wins the mind with reasons an
wins the will with motives. An amply proven argument,

SUMMARY

The purpose of this past chapter was to lgy out fully, text by telxii",
what God wanted as the natural way of teaching the world true \'JBIIF:I,
true Christianity. It was to serve for all, in one and the‘same fashion; 1;‘
was not optional. We were to invite people to a wedding f'east, thathq
Christ, the Son of God. We were to invite them to recognize that this
world Savior, this Savior of humankind, was God, was tru_ly God, one
with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Anyone who knmzvs tl}}s, vfvho theal'i
accepts and keeps the laws of God, opts for eternal life. “It is ete;)’n'
life,” John said, “to know you, true God, only God, and Jesus Christ
whom You sent to us” (John 17:3). “Go teach people everywherelt;)1
keep the commandments I gave you.” The texts require of us b_oth faia
and works. They give the lie to the strange heresy abroad which holds

faith alone can save us.
* dOIg;ll? :S:;king about the way Divine Providence proposed to draw
people toward Christ. It was to be attuned to the souls of those ap-

proached. It was to breathe peace and love and kindness. It was the -

fittest means for God’s purpose, the conversion, the salvation of hu-

mankind, a means steeped in love, grace, charm, humanity, joy, a -

means worthy of anyone’s choice.

PART TWO: FALSE EVANGELIZATION

The Opposite Way: Violating the Mind and Will

The opposite way would clearly be this: If a group whose duty it
was to preach the gospel to pagans, or to send them preachers, decided
it would be quicker and better done if they subjected pagans willy-nifly
to Christian political power. Once the pagans were beaten, they could
be preached to without trouble. And they would not be coerced into
belief. The preaching would appeal to their minds and draw them
gently once the conquest had removed their political defenses.

'No pagan in his right mind, especially a pagan prince, would
surrender to political control by a Christian people or a Christian
prince. There would have to be war.

War brings with it cannon fire, surprise attacks, shore raids that
are lawless and blind, violence, riots, scandals, corpses, carnage,
butchery, robbery, looting, parent split from child, child from parent,
slavery, the ruin of states and kingdoms, of lords and local ralers, the
devastation of cities and towns and people without nurnber. War fills
here and there and everywhere with tears, with sobs, with keening over
- every pitiful spectacle possible.

_ People the world over know too well the evil effects war causes or
- brings to birth. Let me name a few of the many listed by jurists; War,
like a tornado, like a tidal wave of evils, runs amok destroying every-
hing, whole cities, whole regions. War paves the way for atrocities, it
~.causes bitter hatreds, it makes people boldly vicious.®® It beggars a
eople, it torments them, etc.® In war cattle are raided, crops ruined,

. MSexy, tit. 14, cap. 2 [Friedberg, 2:1008- 13, Decretals, 1ib. 2, tit. 13, cap. 19
[Friedberg, 2:290-1]. Also Digest, iib, 49, tit. 15, lex 21, #1 and lib, 47, tit. 10, fex |
Krueger, 1:887a and 830a).

5 Clementines, lib. 3, tit. 7, cap, 2 {Friedberg, 2:1162].

'+ * Authentica “De armis,” beg., coll. 6 [Novella 85/i.e., Authent. 86, coll./6, tit,
__3'—K.rueger, 3:414b et seq.].
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alive!) Who see blood dripping off everything? Who see those still
breathing dragged off to a filthy slavery, a slavery without end?

And what about the deposition of authorities, kings, princes,
judges, driven from power, from position, from place, from region and
realm given them by the law of nature? Is this the kind of thing, attrac-
tive, appealing, charming thing in and of itse}f which can (I repeat)
intrigue, excite, draw the human will so it steers the mind because of its
own freedom to consider freely, to accept freely the doctrines of faith 1t
hears preached? And what will they do afterward, those who are treated
to the horrors of war, so they can think freely about the heaven-sent gift
preached to them by pawns of their tormentors? Yes! Consign it to
oblivion! And which way will those sufferings lead them? Yes! To hate
the faith, to think of it as raving madness and damnable lics!

Name a people that does not appreciate friendship, kindness, civil-
ity and civilized ways! Name one that does not detest people who are
arrogant or criminal or cruel or brutal or bestial!

. Conclusion: The practice of subjecting pagans to Christian politi-
cal power by the awful engines of war and thus to make them willing to
hear the gospel and to become Christians, is the utter opposite of the

natural, normal, pre-established way. R
Third. 1 explained how the human mind is the root source of
freedom in what humans do. Freedom is intrinsically linked to knowl- -

edge, to a mind not clouded by prejudices born of the passions. Once

prejudice rules, the power to think things through, the power to drav{/.-
conclusions, the power to choose what is good, all three powers are:

blinded and baffled. The thinking mind must bave calm and quiet and

enough time if it is to do what it does freely. It must be free as well of fits:
of passion. Then the will is safe from all coercion, from all harassment..

War breeds traumatic, evil effects. These in turn breed ragé;_

hatred, vengefulness, depression, sorrow, fear, horror, despair, and a
thousand more passions in the mind. Is such a mind supposed to think:
through what it hears told it about religious faith? Is it supposed to:
judge that faith sound and worthwhile choosing? Take the man who
rages against another man, who festers with a mortal hatred against
that other because of all the suffering he has seen that other cause:
injuries, irreparable losses, brutal hardships, humiliations, beatings,
rapes, tortures, murders, jailings. If his mind is filled with grief, with
loss, with fear, with horror, with desperation, will he listen peaceably,
will he reason calmly, will he conclude, will he choose with ease? Will
he admit as true what he hears of religious faith? Will the truths touch
him? Will he want them, want them as precious to him? Will he take

the plunge and believe them? Will not the contradictory occur?

Its face is a gruesome glare, as fie
gone mad, crazed like beasts, b
c_atcall ;itis the grating,
?gﬁt and dead men fal
ashes everything, it i i
tihen sorTow, thegn bi?::alll':f:sse,vfgownﬁ’omamly  pant ear, then pain
weeping apd wailing everywhere, Wh
make victims of war willing and able

t. So it blocks its ears and eyes. Se

lark, the mind cannot see in the i
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wl pgggrc%l;llontazgz ?ractitc:e of s];(ubjecting Pagans to Christian politi-
' war to make them hear the gospel i
the dead opposite of the natural, normal, pre-estabigishgd g;ira(:hed’ :

And earlier | argued that whoever wants to convince people to

accept what he proposes must set their souls at ease right away. Then he

has their attention, their willi i
" rwillingness to listen and
at ease by a calm voice, a kind fa e sets them

ce, a modest bearing, a peac
language. Only then does he teach them, attract them, CE,IIVI'II:C{: tleli?lie

ead ggpfgl;et §§p$0h lIin_ust be used, it must, to preach the faith, to
pe right religion. The truths of the faith ’
Christian religion are be They e s ol the
yond our natural grasp. They are i
that they are not really understood. They are believedy and Z?alcylrlgi; lalg

act of the will. [ said already h .
worldly for our hopes, y how hard they were to live, how other-

WARS FOR CONVERSION CONTRADICT THE HUMAN WAY

. Of\ﬁit paﬁan §0ul would want to hear about our fajth and Churchif
o or she ésw a(;lt‘nblfy ha‘[;nflfd by the cruel weight of war, the brutal
] ¢ of war? The voice of war i - it i :
o ' S not calm; its face is not
auractltdgas no mod@st bczllnng, no peaceable language; it does not
» 40¢s not convince with charm, Warisa frightful chorus of yells
TCE as l_1e11; its angers like those of meri
itter, bitter men. War is all curse and
fearsome §creech of weapon on weapon left and
ling. War is hardness and harshness and hurt. |t

e gamut panics people. War is
at balm or blessing will it take to
r wil to learn religious belief? -
OICT:)? human mind is shattered by terror, by bedlam by'féar b
nt language. Torture shatters it even more, depresse; it cruc;ﬁess(

nse experience is distorted, outer,
stqrtec!; . Result: Reasoning is in the
lmagmatu;)n something it can under-
y see something painful and odioys

. . OU§A
, and these things are wicked and hateful. It is

ner, 1ts synthesis in imagination di

pd and love and want. It can on
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ing, to be hostile, unteachable, dead set against hearing anything called
Christian, to be future enemies of that name. '

Is there anyone stupid enough as to think that he can savage his
audience before he instructs them? They will hear him with disgust,
they will never open their minds, they will believe nothing!

Conclusion: The practice of preparing pagans to hear the gospel
preached and to accept the Christian church by subjecting them to the
deadly force of war is the utter opposite of the normal, the natural, the

gentle way.
Fifth. I made the argument earlier that the way one draws people

to faith and to the Christian religion is like unto the way one draws

pupils to knowledge. A pupil has to concentrate intensely, he has o
focus his attention constantly on what the teacher says and does. A

pupil must have quiet, leisure—a soul free of emotional upset born of
fear, depression, sorrow, fury, outrage, despair, humiliation. Any of -
these can ruin concentration, partially or wholly. The different powers

of the soul have a common toot in the essence of the soul itself. The
focus of the whole soul is affected by violence from outside it. People *
likewise who are lashed by the violence of wars, by the damages, the

crises caused by wars, harried, beaten people who live as a result in
sorrow, fear, pain, rage, resentment, people who abhor the savagery of -
Christians, clearly focus their whole outward and inward selves, their -

whole attention on thinking about, on deploring the evils they un-
dergo, the sufferings and loss through no fauit of their own. The life:

that is Jeft them they live for revenge on their enemies. So whenever::

they hear teachings on faith and church they take little or no notice
make little or no effort to learn. They are not about to fix on what their:
teachers say or do. Just the opposite: what they hear they ridicule as
nonsense, as make-believe, the stuff of fools. The unforgettable evils.
they have suffered command their whole attention and all the strength
they have left. o

Conclusion: The practice of subjecting pagan peoples by war, and
so to make them hear the gospel preached, then accept the faith; i
totally unlike the true way, a contradiction of it. 3

Sixth. There is an art one must use in drawing people, howeve

barbaric they are, to a moral life, to any goodness at all. It is the way of
nature. The best philosophers used this art. Each sets out his theme

often, He explains it, breaks it down, recasts it, reasons to it, win
assent, asks questions, exhorts, invites, charms, even spoonfeeds hi
pupils. Most of the time it is done with a soft voice, an eager loo
graciously, with quiet argument and suitable langoage, with lively an

lovely benevo}ence. This is in order to create comfort and familiarity i
th'e souls of h]§ hearers, so he or she is then comfortable and fami:)l(‘111
with the doctrine they hear, that it is on their level, that it is eas 1: s
hear, casy to approve, casy to perform. But that art would be useles}; tg
any missionary }f pagan peoples had first been ravaged and ruined and
beaten and bruised by the wave of hideous effects that follow in th
wake c_)f war. /T hey would not want to hear, nor trust anything of wha:
the_y did hear. The one thing they would do is deplore their awful stat
tl?elr awﬁ}I lot. They would use violence on them to make them lister?
pile an evil on an evil, and they would not offer you one iota of interesi
or effort or ‘conceniration. That is so clear from previous proofs. Vi
l?nce o_nly intensifies conditions of sorrow and sadness and de- o
tion. Vlolejnce creates nothing able to last. This is Aristotle’s vievl\)fril;aS-
Metaphyszcs. He speaks of violence there and what brings violence of
itself. They are both deplorable. His proofis from the line of a poet wl?o
?Say: té}jatdev?w _fated thing, every violent thing is deplorable. “Fate
act”_ig ! fgte (;f.iolence, as a certamn poet states: I was forced to
; St. Thomas says on that very point that violence, as something
atien to t_he normal tendency of a nature, either puts a brake on the will
whel? it is al;eady moving toward some purpose, or never lets it start
So v10h3_n(fe 18 a force on the attack. It is a deplorable thing, nothi :
else. So it is clear that if violence is used to make people listen,, it is (:\r/lﬁ

added to evil, and fruitless for an i
i, yone to tr}] Thus this method i
utter opposite of the normal, the natural, the gentle way. o the

Seventh. The practice of subjecting pagan peoples by war first, so

; thle?y. will listen l{iter to the faith preached and accept the Christian
ae 1gton, c-:ontradlc.ts the method the holy patriarchs used from the
awn of time and in every age since, up to the coming of Christ. The

patriarchal method appealed to the mind; it was kith and kin to human
nature everywhere, a method made by Divine Wisdom for shaping and

 teaching religious truth to all people, for drawing them persuasively

tgw_ard_truth and virtui;_.}Wc made this clear before. So the method of
gubJeCUng pagan ‘peoples by war first, etc., is a new method. It is mind.
ess, unnaturgl, Inimical to human nature, without precledent an(i
_ht_z'refore dubious, against the way Divine Wisdom intended So’ a
ult, a contradiction of the normal, naturat, peaceable way. e
. Eshowed above that it was a contradiction to conquer pagan peo-
tsh ;‘st S0 as ].ater to evangelize them and bring them into the true
- . I showed it was a pontradiction of the normal, intelligent, peace-
¢ way—the way suited t0 human history and human n;turem
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through proof from philos'ophical' reasoning, from the practice of the
best teachers and the ancient patriarchs, century after century, up to
the time of Christ.

WARS CONTRADICT THE WAY OF CHRIST

I must farther the argnment and prove how the war/conversion
approach is a flat and absolute contradiction of what Christ wanted
and willed.

The first proof is easy enough. Christ willed it, through the way He
did His own preaching, that the preachers of His law, before they said
or did anything else, should offer peace to the pagan people of whatever
place they entered, fort or farm or city, even before peace was offered

them. And Christ forbade His preachers to carry even a staff, so that -

they could be seen as peaceful men right from the start, But the method

we contradict says we should conquer pagan peoples, should call down
on their heads a welter of suffering and death. This way pagans are not .-

only shamed and cursed by the words we bring; but also they are’
beaten, bruised, wounded and killed, by our deadly deeds. Conclusion:

The way of war contradicts the way Christ willed, the one He taught -

when He preached His gospel.

Second. Through His own way of preaching the gospel, Christ
commanded His apostles and those who later carried on their mission-
ary role, to heal the sick, to raise the dead, to cleanse the lepers, t0 expel’

the demons. War says and does the opposite in fact. 1t makes pagan
who have done Christians no harm—to my knowledge—undergo
living death first, then die. It makes sound and healthy people sick untc
death through the horrors they are forced to accept. It makes those wh
were leprosy-free suffer worse leprosies, those caused by the plagues th
warrior brings. There is no doubt of it.

The way of war provides a shortcut for demons to pour into peo

ple’s souls, whose bodily health prevented it before then. The victims

will surely hate, with an implacable hatred, those who wage war agains

them, hate them as enemies. The next thing is that the victims who are .
Killed are damned eternally since they die in unbelief. And the killers,
no doubt of it either, they are possessed by demons in the waging of

war, They will burn in the same eternal flames along with their victim:
if they do not repent.-And so this new, this bizarre way of conversi 0

contradicts the way Christ wanted and willed it to be when He Him lf

preached the gospel. B
Third. Again, by the way He preached the gospel, Christ wille
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that His missionaries should be meek as lambs, simple as doves. His
ford§ werg: “l send you like sheep among wolves™ (Luke 10:3) And'

Be simple, like doves™ (Matthew 10:16). He further willed tha.t the3;
should learn from Him to be meek and humbile of heart, both in word
and deed. But the way of first conquering pagans in war d’oes not smack
qf the meekngss of lambs nor the simplicity of doves. It is all a roar of
lions, _be_ars, tigers, all a howling of wolves, a howling of horrible mon-
st.ers, it is crafty as a fox at maliciousness. It almost outdoes the devil
himself in pride and ferocity of thought and word and deed. Warrior
preachers are—or are sent as—ravening wolves among flocks of sheep
npt ﬂocks of sheep among ravening wolves. And that is an utter contrai
diction of the true way.

_ Fourth. Christ also forbade His gospel preachers to have gold
silver, money; forbade them, and forcefully, to exact money even,
peaceably from those they were to evangelize or those who might be
tightfisted, or even to take money from those cager to give it On the
contirary they, the missionaries, should give freely of the goc;as they
received fr(_)m God—goods given for the sake of other people'. But war
the new, bizarre way of preaching the faith, it teaches peopl_(“; not jus%
how to rop the tightfisted—violently, cruelly—of gold, silver, money
the essential support of people’s lives, and of all kinds of stui’f of littlé
value. It teaches people also how to rob kings and legitimate rulers of

tl?e dignity of office, of title, of respect; rob them of right and rule, then
piich them down to a wretched, debased level of life, one of totai mis-

ery, more bitter than death by far, Because, to quote Boethius’ work De

Consolatione, “H is bitterest to have been happy once but now sad.”®

+ And so the way of war is a contradiction to the normal, peaceable,

. natural way Divine Wisdom began with .
- , th
reaffirmed. & e way Jesus Christ

Fifth. Chri.st also quted His missionaries to be careful of their
ood name, their reputation, and careful to be held in high esteem by

everyone. So they would be thought of as holy and sincere men by the

agan, as sober and sound, without the print of narrowness and passion
them, so the pagan would love them and respect their teaching

more. Therefore He ordered them to ook for the right host wherever

ey stayed, then opt to stay with him and not to leave lightly, so the

host is not embarrassed, not made suspicious, not scandalized. Mis-

10naries coming in to convert pagans on the heels of warriors who

have conquered them—even if the missionaries are not personally re-

®[PL, 63:677.]




