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FROM AUGUSTINE. 

given you but a single warning. Love the 
holy scriptures, and wisdom will love you. 
Love wisdom, and it will keep You safe. 
Honour wisdom, and it will embrace You 
round about.' Let the jewels on your breast 
and in Your ears be the gems of wisdom. 
Let Your tongue know no theme but Christ, 
let no sound Pass Your lips that is not holy, 
and let Your words always reproduce that 
sweetness of which Your grandmother and 
your mother set you the example. Imitate 
them, for they are models of virtue. 

At the suggestion of Jerome, Marcellinus (for whom 
see Letter CXXVI.) had consulted Augustine on the 
difficult question of the origin of the soul but had failed 
to get any definite opinion from this latter. Augustine 
now writes to Jerome confessing his inability to decide 
the question and asking for advice upon it. H e  begins 
by reciting-and justifying-his own belief that the soul 
is immortal and incorporeal and that its fall into sin is 
due not to God but to its own free choice. H e  then 
goes on to say that he is quite ready to accept creationism 
as a solution of the difficulty if Jerome will shew him 
how this theory is reconcilable with the church's con- 
demnation of Pelagius and its assertion of the doctrine 
of original sin. The  damnation of unbaptized infants 
is assumed throughout. 

T h e  date of the letter is 415 A.D. I t s  number in the 
1,ettt.n of Augustine is CLXVI. 

the publication of a ' dialogue against the Pelagians.' 
The date the letter is 4'5 A.D. 

1. I n  acquainting me withthe new contro- 
versy which has taken the place of the old 
you are wrong in thinking that you have 
acted rashly, for your conduct has been 
prompted by zeal and friendship. Already 
before the arrival of your letter many in the 
East  have been deceived into a pride which 
apes humility and have said with the devil : 
~ 4 1  will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my 
throne above the stars of God : I will be like 
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FROM AUGUSTINE. 

In  this letter Augustine deals with the statement of 
James ii. 10 ("whosoever shall keep the whole law 
and yet offend in one point. he is guilty of all") and ex- 
plains it by saying that evely breach of the law is a 
breach of love. I l e  also takes occasion to criticise two 
doctrines of the schools then prevalent. ( I )  that all sins 
are equal and (2) that lie who has one virtue has all and 
that all virtues are wanting to him who lacks one. 

T h e  date of the letter is 415 A.D.  Its number in the 
Letren of Augustine is CLXVII. 

the Most High." ' Can there be greater pre- 
s u m ~ t i o n  than to claim not likeness to God 
but &equality with Him, and so to compress 
into a few words the poisonous doctrines of 
all the heretics which in their turn flow from 
the statements of the philosophers, particu- 
larly of Pythagoras and Zeno the founder of 
the Stoic school? For those states of feeling 
which the Greeks call na07 and which we 
.may describe as " passions," relating to  the 
present or  the future such as vexation and 
gladness, hope and fear,-these, they tell us, 
it is possible to root out of our minds; in 
fact all vice may be destroyed root and 
branch in man by meditation on virtue and 
constant practice of it. The position which 
they thus take up is vehemently assailed by 
the Peripatetics who trace themselves to 
Aristotle, and by the new Academics of 
whom Cicero is a disciple ; and these over- 
throw not the facts of their opponents-for 
they have no facts-but the shadows and 
wishes which do duty for them. T o  main- 
tain such a doctrine is to take man's nature 
from him, to forget that  he is constituted of 
body as well as soul, t o  substitute mere 
wishes for sound teaching.' For the apostle 
says :-"0 wretched man that I am ! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? "  V u t  as I cannot say all that I 
wish in a short letter I will brieflv touch on ~ ~ , - - - - ~ -  
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the points that you must avoid. Virgil 
writes :- 

T O  CTESIPHON. 

Ctesiphon had written to Jerome for his opinion on 
two points in the teaching of Pelagius, (I) his quietism 
and (2) his denial of original sin. Jerome now refutcs 
these two doctrines and points out that Pelagius has 
drawn them partly from the philosophers and partly 
from the heretics. H e  censures Rufinus, who had died 
5 rears before, for attributing to Sixtus bishop of Rome 
a book which is really the work of Xystus a Pythagorean, - - ,  

From faults no mortal is  completely free ; 
I-Ie that has fewest is the perfect man.5 

Thus mortals fear and hope, rejoice and grieve, 
And shut in darkness have no  sight of heaven.' 

For who can escape these feelings ? Must 
we not all clap our hands when we are joyful, 
and shrink a t  the approach of sorrow? ~~~t 
"Ot hope always animate us and fear put us in  
terror ? So in one of his Satires the poet 
Horace, whose words are SO weighty. writes : 

and for passing off as the composition of -the m a r t y r  
Pamphilus a panegyric of Origen really due to his 
friend Eusebius. In both these assertions, however, 
Jerome is more wrong than right. (See Prolegomena to 
the works of Rufinus.) T h e  letter concludes with a 
promise to deal more fully with the heresy of Pelagius 
a t  some future time, a promise alterwards redeemed by 

Cf. Letter LII. (13. 

2. Well does one of our own writerse say: 
" the  philosophers are the patriarchs of the , 
- 

1 Isa. xiv. I:. 14. 2 Cf. Letter LXXIX. 89. 8 Rom. vii. 24. ' Virgil. Rneid. vi. 7f1, 734. 6 Horace, Sat. I. iii. 68, 69. 
6 Tertulliaa, against ernogenes, c. IX. 


















